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1. Purpose
The club recognises that photography and video are a positive part of surf lifesaving and nippers activities. Images can celebrate children’s participation and achievements, support club communications and help promote the club and the sport.

At the same time, the club is committed to protecting the privacy, dignity, welfare and safety of children and young people. This policy follows the principles of good safeguarding practice in children’s sport, including guidance from the NSPCC Child Protection in Sport Unit (CPSU), Surf Life Saving GB (SLSGB) and wider UK sporting bodies.

2. Photography and filming by the club
Photography or filming arranged by, or undertaken on behalf of, the club will be carried out responsibly and for a legitimate club-related purpose.

The club will:
· Take reasonable steps to ensure that images of children are appropriate, respectful and reflect the activity positively.
· Avoid unnecessary close-up or individual images where there is no clear sporting or club-related purpose.
· Ensure that children are appropriately dressed and that the focus of images is on participation and the sporting activity.
· Not publish a child’s name alongside an identifiable photograph or video of that child.
· Avoid tagging or otherwise identifying individual children in social media posts.
· Ensure that anyone appointed or authorised by the club to take photographs or video understands these requirements.

3. Consent for identifiable images
Where the club intends to use an identifiable image of a child for club publicity, promotional material, social media, websites, publications, advertising or other external/third-party purposes, specific consent will be sought from the child’s parent or legal guardian.

Parents/guardians will be given sufficient information about the intended use of the images when consent is requested.

Consent will not be assumed simply because a child is participating in a nippers session or club event.
Where a parent or guardian has indicated that they do not consent to their child’s identifiable image being used in this way, the club will take reasonable steps to respect that decision.

4. General and background footage
There may be occasions when photographs or video are taken as part of normal club activity, training sessions, competitions or events. This may include wide-angle or general background footage showing the beach, group activities, training or competitions.

Such footage may occasionally contain children in the background without them being the intended subject.

The club will take reasonable steps to ensure that individual children are not deliberately made identifiable in background footage unless the appropriate parental/guardian consent has been obtained.
Where footage is being specifically captured for promotional or other external use and individual children are clearly identifiable, the club will use the appropriate consent arrangements.

5. Photography and filming by parents and spectators
Parents and guardians are welcome to photograph or film their own children, provided this does not interfere with coaching, safety or the activities of the group.

Parents and spectators are asked to be considerate of other children and families when photographing or sharing images. In particular, parents are encouraged not to publish, tag or identify other children without their parent or guardian’s agreement.

6. Photography and filming on a public beach
Nippers activities take place on a public beach and in a public environment. The club therefore recognises that it cannot control all photography or filming taking place around its activities.
Members of the public, beach users, spectators and other individuals may photograph or film in public areas. The club cannot prohibit or enforce rules against independent filming by members of the public and cannot guarantee that children will never appear incidentally in photographs or video taken by third parties.

This distinction is important: the club can control and set standards for photography and filming carried out by the club or on its behalf, but it cannot control what members of the public choose to record in a public place.

If a parent, child, volunteer or club member has a concern about an individual who appears to be filming or photographing children in a concerning, intrusive or inappropriate manner, the concern should be reported to a club official or the club’s safeguarding/welfare officer. The club will consider the circumstances and take reasonable and appropriate action, including escalating the matter to the relevant authorities where necessary.

7. Safeguarding concerns
Photography or filming should never be used in a way that compromises a child’s dignity, privacy or safety. Any concern about inappropriate photography, filming, image sharing or online use should be treated seriously and reported through the club’s normal safeguarding procedures.

The club will respond to safeguarding concerns in accordance with its safeguarding policy and relevant SLSGB procedures.
8. Summary
— The club supports appropriate photography and filming as part of nippers and surf lifesaving.
· The club will use photography and video responsibly and primarily for legitimate sporting or club purposes.
· Specific parental/guardian consent will be sought before using identifiable images of children for promotional, publicity, advertising or other external/third-party purposes.
· Children’s names will not be used alongside identifiable images published by the club.
· General background footage may occasionally be captured during club activities, with reasonable steps taken to avoid making individual children identifiable without consent.
· Parents and spectators are asked to respect the privacy of other children when taking or sharing images.
· The beach is a public place, and the club cannot prevent or enforce rules against independent photography or filming by members of the public.
· Any concerns about inappropriate or concerning photography or filming should be reported to the club’s safeguarding/welfare officer or an appropriate club official.

This policy should be read alongside the club’s wider Safeguarding Policy, Code of Conduct and SLSGB safeguarding requirements.


Any correspondence related to this policy please email  safeguarding@stagnessurflifesavingclub.co.uk
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